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the future conqueror of Syria, were privately instructed in
his doctrine, and three years were silently employed in the
conversion of the first-fruits of his mission, no more than four-
teen proselytes.    So slow a progress was little better than  a
failure,  and therefore he  summoned  resolution to make  a
public declaration of his religion.    He began by inviting to a
humble repast the heads of his powerful family.    Abu Lahab*
one of-his many uncles, but, while he lived, his chief opponent,
and accordingly stigmatized in the Koran, cxi., contrived that
the party should break up without his having an opportunity
to address 'them.    He repeated the invitation, and determined
not to be again foiled.    Still he waited a month before he took
courage to speak.    " I know no man in Arabia who can propose
to his relations any thing more excellent than what I now offer
you, the happiness both of this world and of that which is to
come. God Almighty hath commanded me to call you to his
service : who among you will become my brother, and my^jj
(vizir),  porter,  to  bear   my  burden ?"    No   answer   being
returned, Ali's impatience broke the silence.    " O prophet of
God, I will be thy vizir: I will beat out the teeth, pull out
the eyes, rip. open the bellies, and cut off the legs, of all who
shall dare to oppose thee."    Mohammed embraced him, and
desired all the company to obey him.    " This is my brother,
my deputy, my Khali f, (that is, my successor,) therefore shew
yourselves obedient to him.55    They burst into laughter, and
ironically exhorted Abuthaleb to respect the superior dignity
of his son.    The title  of Khalif,  as   here   given   AH,   in
remembered   by   his   followers3   who   condemn  and  curse
his three predecessors in that office as interlopers.    The chiefs
of the Koreish wished Abuthaleb to abandon  his nephew,
but, though not converted, he retained his partiality for him,
and remonstrated with- him on the unreasonableness of his
attempt.    He, however, was not to be terrified by his "enemies,
or moved by the entreaties of a friend; positively telling him
that if they could set against him the sun on his right haniTand
the moon on his left, they should not divert him from his course.
His failure with his own family determined him to try the